Relation between mating or ovulation and the duration of gestation in dogs.
The effects of day of mating and litter size on gestation length in dogs were studied in 36 beagle bitches (age 2-10 yr). The day that plasma progesterone concentrations exceeded 2 ng/mL was considered the day of ovulation; dogs were randomly assigned to be bred once, 1-5 days after the estimated day of ovulation. The interval from mating to parturition was negatively correlated with the number of days from estimated ovulation to mating (P < 0.01). Gestation length (interval from ovulation to parturition) was almost constant at 63.9 +/- 0.2 days (mean +/- S.E.M.), with no significant relationship between the number of fetuses and the duration of gestation.